[Is osteosynthesis justified for spinal injuries in children?].
The legitimacy of osteosynthesis for the treatment of spinal injuries in children is analyzed as a function of results in 10 cases, 7 affecting the cervical, 2 the thoracic and one the lumbar region, six of the children being under 10 years of age. Five of these children had serious neurologic disorders, including 4 with high tetraplegia. Technical difficulties of osteosynthesis were not made easier by the poorly adapted nature of the material for infantile statures. Indications for this surgery were not only those cases not improved by orthopedic therapy: instability of lesions, the child's condition and deterioration in the neurologic state can also require initial treatment by osteosynthesis. The principal complication is postoperative cervical kyphosis, but this can be prevented by early active reeducation, the stability of the fixation dispensing with the need for external contention.